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Dear Friends of Gilda's Club Twin Cities

Wow, what a year 2007 has been - giving us added
momentum towards opening our Red Door. It's helped
our Gilda's Club Twin Cities (GCTC) family, board,
volunteers and community grow.

Topping our accomplishments was completing the
feasibility study. It gives us clear direction and
identifies our goals as we move toward opening.
Our goals include:
Identifying a location for a Gilda's Club Twin
Cities Clubhouse that fits with the GCTC goal of providing unique and
needed programming six days a week.
Expanding our reach to build awareness that Gilda's Club is different from
other programs, benefiting the community and those diagnosed with
cancer and the people who love them.
Hiring a staff person to manage the day-to-day activities and mounting
GCTC tasks in order to launch our critically important capital campaign
this coming year, which will lead to the opening of a Twin Cities clubhouse;
and
Recruiting passionate, high profile community leaders to form and guide
our capital campaign committee.

Thousands of people in the Twin Cities wait for the red doors to open. Thanks
to everyone for your time, contributions and advice that has brought us this
far. Let's keep the momentum going to accomplish these new goals towards
opening Gilda's Club Twin Cities.

Thank you for a great year,
Carrie Puterbaugh

Founding Board Chair
Gilda's Club Twin Cities

Inner Strength Fitness Studio Challenges YOU to Start the New Year Right
Melissa Moreno, President, will lead a SPIN-A-THON team to generate
money for Gilda's Club Twin Cities SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 2008 from
8:00 to10:00 A.M. You can participate by reserving a bike to ride with the
team or you can go to the GCTC website and click on Special Events to make
a contribution. Call 612-644-1953 to reserve your bike, minimum donation
of $20 to ride. Don't think you can ride two hours—bring a buddy and you
each can ride an hour.

Capital Comments

Before you ring in the NEW
YEAR, consider making a
year-end charitable gift to
Gilda's Club Twin Cities.

When you make a donation
by December 31, you aren't
just giving money, you're
building a community for
people living with cancer,
their friends and family.

By supporting Gilda's Club
Twin Cities, you help bring a
successful, international
program for social and
emotional support to our
community. For your
convenience, we've included a
pledge form and an envelope.

Thank you for making GCTC a
part of your year-end giving.

Darran Spence steps down
from the Founding Board of
GCTC.

"We're extememly grateful to
Darran for the dedication and
guidance she provided since
joining our Board in 2006,"
said Carrie Puterbaugh,
Founding Board Chair. Darran’s
contributions over the last two
years as Treasurer have been
many and will continue to
serve us well as we continue
the development of GCTC.
Thank you Darran, you will

be missed.




Spotlight On
Melissa Panszi Riebe,
LMSW, OSW-C, Medical Resource Council

This isn't Melissa's first encounter

with a Gilda's Club. As an Oncology

Social Worker for St. Vincent's

Comprehensive Cancer Center in New York,

she worked closely with Gilda's Club New York

City to provide support to her clients. She saw the
benefits of emotional and social support first hand and
sought out GCTC when she moved to Minneapolis.

Melissa volunteered her talents and experience with program and education
series development to GCTC. Melissa said “when | believe in something |
tend to go at it full bore and immerse myself and | have the time to do this
as a stay at home mom." In less than a year, Melissa has managed the coor-
dination of the GCTC Speakers Bureau, attended the 2007 Gilda's Club World
Wide Affiliate’s Conference in Buffalo, and wrote several grant applications
including the Otto Bremer Foundation Grant which brought GCTC $18,000.
Thank you Melissa.

All Hands October Meeting
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All Star Award Honorees from left to right, Anne Rosenberg, Erin Lew,
Jennifer Sunshine, Vicki Stromberg, Ellen Sunshine, Melissa Panszi Riebe,
Carol Clemens, Jim Corbey and Dr. Brenda Weigel. Not pictured: Dr. Chris
Moertel, Marylee Pawlyk

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans hosted the October All Hands meeting. All
Hands meetings take place three times a year and give volunteers, board
members and Medical Resource Council members the chance to learn, share,
and discuss the “state of GCTC.” It's also a lot of fun.

Board members Dolly Lowery and Carrie Puterbaugh reviewed the feasibility
study and discussed next steps. Puterbaugh says that GCTC is at a turning
point, a period of transition leading towards the goal of opening the Red Door.
She also laid out this year's accomplishments and set goals for 2008. Kirsten
Moertel, Medical Resource Council Liaison to the Board, gave talking points
for discussing how GCTC differs from other cancer related organizations.

Jenni Lilledahl, Board Director of PR/Marketing, presented the first ever All
Star Awards, known as the Golden Gilda. The honorees: Melissa Panszi Rie-
be, Erin Lew, Dr. Chris Moertel, Carol Clemens, Marylee Pawlyk, Jim Corbey,
Anne Rosenberg, Jennifer Sunshine, Dr. Brenda Weigel, Ellen Sunshine, Vicki
Stromberg, and Erika Peterson.

The Gilda's Club
Twin Cities Family
Continues to Grow

Lisa Hauser, of Virchow, Krause &
Company LLP, elected to the
Founding board as Director of
Community Relations. Lisa's
passion for Gilda's Club began in
Detroit with her mother's cancer
diagnoses. Gilda's Club Metro
Detroit provided the social and
emotional connection that was
such an important supplement
to medical care. As Director of
Community Relations, she will
focus on outreach to the Twin
Cities business community.

Sarah Borchers, Junior League of
Minnesota, Liaison to the
Founding Board. Sarah will be our
Board liaison for the Junior League
of Minneapolis for two years.
Sarah's broad experience as the
Chair of the Project Development
Committee at the Junior League
and on the Parent Board at Orono
Montessori School will be
invaluable.

Kirsten Moertel, Co-Chair of the
Medical Resource Council and
Child Life Specialist, elected to the
Founding Board as the Medical
Resource Council Liaison. Kirsten
will be a valuable resource to the
board acting as an experienced and
knowledgeable liaison and voice to
the medical community.

SAVE the DATE
Next All Hands meeting
February 13,2008. We're
going to a three times a
year schedule for this

“state of GCTC" meeting.
Anyone interested or
involved in GCTC is welcome
and encouraged to attend.
Time and location to be
announced.
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BUSINESS

CNS, Inc

Center for Happiness
Helen Raghubir

Orono National Honor
Society

Thomson West

Wonderful U

FOUNDATIONS

Otto Bremer Foundation

Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans Foundation

The Wasie Foundation

IN KIND DONATION
Abdo Eick & Meyers,
LLP/Jay Abdo &
Kathi Simonson
Brave NewWorkshop
Carol Clemens
College of Visual Arts
Dawn Hopkins
Karwoski & Courage
Minneapolis Foundation
Nystrom Movers
Anne Rosenberg
Spence Law Firm
Ellen Sunshine
Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans
The Wasie Foundation

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS
Junior League of
Minneapolis

INDIVIDUALS

Denise Aboody

Elsie Anderson

Sara & Richard Ausman

Barb Babcock

Donald Barton

Steven Bateman

Marcie Beeman

Richard & Jane Borchers
Family Fund

Sarah Borchers &

Brian Kingsley

Larry & Susan
Bourgerie

Scott Bredeal

Sherri Browne

Joyce Butler

Elaine Case

Adelia Chrylser

Lisa Cliver

D.L. Comerford

Michelle Coulter

Tambra & Randy
Dahlheimer

Julia Schmidt & Richard

Deruyter

Dr. Kathy Farniok & Erik
Englebretson

Mindy Fadell

Laura & Tony Ferrara

Susan Figueroa

Meleah Follen

Linda Goodno

Susan & William Goodnow

Janet Gracia

Dennis Grapevine

Suzanne Grausam

Susan Gray

Sandra Gross

Dave Haas

Lisa & Jack Hauser

Lauren Hoyt

Jo Hubbard

Dr. Randy Hurley

Julie Johns

Marlys Johnson

TJ & Meg Johnson

Jonathan Joppa

Jennifer Joseph

Robert & Jean Kennedy

Harriet & Daniel Kohen

Catherine Koran

Jane Korn

Melissa Kukloh

Shannon Lachner

Jeremy & Michelle Lang

Lori Langlie

Lee Levitan

Charles & Barbara
Lilledahl

Jenni Lilledahl &
John Sweeney

Deb Lillegard

Kent & Tami Lillemoe

Dolly & Rich Lowery

Edward & Catherine
Mahoney

Kathleen Maloney

Jill Marsh

Valerie Martinson

Carolyn Massine

Beryl & Paul McHale

Michele McLaughlin

Karin B. Miller

Dr. Chris & Kirsten
Moertel

Virginia Moertel

G.T. Mork

Tara Morrison

Demeri & Thomas
Mullikin

Patricia Nelson

Ann Ness

Tracy Olson

Robyn & Jeff Ortman

MarylLee Pawlyk

Ann & John Piepkorn

Melissa Kukloh

Anna Priby!

Carrie Puterbaugh &
Eric Biese

Joe & Kathy Reis

Chuck & Terri Roehrick

Greg & Nancy Rehkamp

Anne Rosenberg

Barbara Rummel

Julie Scharnhorst

Tony Schertler

Heather Simonett

Lynne Singelmann

Eleanor & Christopher Smith

Becky Sowada

Nancy Sowada

< Gilda's Club Twin Cities Thanks our
Generous Contributors for their Support

Mick & Darran Spence
Russell & Laurel Spence
Susan Spongberg

John & Eleanor Steichen
Peter Steichen

Nicole Strait

Mary Ann Sweeney

Julie Summers

James Taylor

Irene & William Tochman
Darryl & Dana Thorvilson
Tony Verbeten

Laurie Walker

Sarah Watkins

Dr. Brenda Weigel
Wendy Welsch

Mary Werner

Dr. Penny Wheeler
Deborah Whitcomb

IN HONOR OF
Sara Ausman
Patti G Goldberg
Michele Lindell
Michelle & Bill Pohlad
Kris & Jim Rohde
Ric Rosow & Vicki
Underland-Rosow
Frank & Jane Steck
Dana Widstrom
Diane Wysocki
Joan Junkin Ware Locke
Katherine Ware
Brian & Milt Krelitz
Anita Greenstien
John Sweeney &
Jenni Lilledahl
IABC Minnesota
Chapter

IN MEMORY OF

Linda Olberg Ahlberg
Marian M. Ducharme
Sylvia Flaa
Susan Gove
Mary Johnson
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The Minneapolis Foundation Case Lunch

Thanks to the Minneapolis
Foundation for welcoming 40
guests of Gilda's Club Twin Cities
to the October luncheon. In

her opening remarks, Carrie
Puterbaugh, GCTC Founding Board
Chair, explained GCTC holds these
receptions to build awareness and
educate people about Gilda's Club
and to cultivate relationships.
Carrie announced the feasibility
study is completed and gives GCTC
clear direction for moving forward.
She noted while Gilda's Club is an
internationally recognized brand, it
needs to be marketed in the Twin
Cities to reinforce the GCTC
mission and position in the
community.

Host Christopher Moertel M. D.,
Clinical Director, Pediatric
Neuro-Oncology, Pediatric
Hematology and Oncology
University of Minnesota spoke
directly to the feasibility study

and explained how and where
GCTC fits in the Twin Cities cancer
community.

He pointed out Gilda's Club is not a
flash in the pan idea, but rather an
international organization with a
well organized and defined
program, led by professional staff
throughout the 30 clubhouses and
satellites in North America. It's a
proven model for success, with the
clubs seeing thousands of visits a
year. Gilda's Club lives up to its goal
of representing and honoring the
vision of comedian Gilda Radner,
who died of ovarian cancer. She
wanted to establish places where
people can join others for social
and emotional support - a place for
all affected by cancer, family and
friends, young and old. A place that
includes laughter.

Gilda's Club Twin Cities is poised
to provide a program not provided

Richard & Jane Borchers chat with Chris Smith

by any single organization to date.
Its proposed work is already being
endorsed by the Ronald McDonald
House, Virginia Piper Cancer
Institute, Penny Wheeler Chief
Clinical Officer at Allina Hospitals
and Clinics, the Children’s
Hospitals, Regions Hospital, Park
Nicollet and Methodist

Hospital. The GCTC Medical
Resource Council includes
representatives from every major
cancer care group, including the
Mayo Clinic and the University of
Minnesota.

But the hard numbers give the
clearest reason the Twin Cities
needs Gilda's Club. While 23,000
people are diagnosed with cancer
each year in Minnesota,

hospital and health care systems
have shrinking resources to provide
the emotional and social support
for those living with cancer, their
families and friends. Those
organizations are turning to
outside resources for help.

That's where GCTC can make a big
difference. It's estimated in its first
year of operation, if only 10% of
people diagnosed with cancer, their

friends, family, spouses and children
turn to Gilda's Club for support,
GCTC could see at least 12,000
people affected by cancer.

No such centralized meeting place
offering social and emotional
support exists in our community,
but more than 30 locations across
North America know the integral
part Gilda's Club plays in cancer
treatment. With your help, we can
open the Red Door to Gilda's Club
Twin Cities.

Open Arms of Minnesota prepares
and delivers meals for people
receiving cancer treatment or
recovering from cancer surgery.
Most people receive weekly home
deliveries. Meals are homemade
by Open Arms staff and volun-
teers. Meals are also available for
client children or caregivers. The
general delivery area is within the
494/694 interstate highways.
People who live outside of this
area can arrange to have their
meals picked up. Call Kent Linder
at 612-872-1152 for

additional information.




Volunteering

You are a walking, talking ambassador for Gilda's Club Twin Cities. As a volunteer, you play a

critical role in spreading the word.

We've developed a tool to help you talk the Gilda's Club story. It's a pocket size GCTC Red Door
brochure outlining key facts about Gilda's Club and what needs to happen to open the Red Door.
We know asking - especially for donations - is hard. To make it easier, the brochure has a "Help

Gilda's Club Twin Cities” page. If people are interested in helping or contributing, all the information is

right there. To order this free brochure, send an email to info@GildasClubTwinCities.org.

Also ask people to sign up on the website to receive updates and news and join the volunteer pool. While we're not
open yet and the volunteer task list is still short, we need volunteers in place to call upon when needed and to be ready

when the doors open.

Laurie Walker
Gilda's Club Twin Cities
Board, Volunteer Development

Founding Board of Directors
Carrie Puterbaugh, Chair
- Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Sarah Borchers, JLM Liaison
- Junior League of Minneapolis
Lisa Hauser, Community Relations
- Virchow, Krause & Company, LLP
Jenni Lilledahl, PR/Marketing
- Brave New Workshop Theatre
Dolly Lowery, Governing Board of
Directors
Development
Valerie Martinson, Secretary /
Treasurer
- Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Kirsten Moertel, MRC Liaison
Demeri Mullikin, Development
- College of Visual Arts
Benita Robinson, Cancer Community
Outreach
- University of Minnesota Medical
Center, Fairview
Laurie Walker, Volunteer
Development

-FSI International

Medical Resource Council
Christopher Moertel, MD, Co-Chair
- Clinical Director, Pediatric Neuro-
Oncology,
University of Minnesota
Kirsten H. Moertel, CCLS, Co-Chair
- Child Life Specialist

Linda F. Carson, MD

- Gynecologic Oncologist,
University of Minnesota

Paula Colwell, NR, MA, OCN

- Patient Care Manager,
Virginia Piper Cancer Institute

Mary Ehresman, FNP, AOCNP

- Oncology Nurse Practitioner,
Park Nicollet Cancer Center

Mindy Fadell, RN, MSN, CPNP

- Pediatrics, East Side Family Clinic
Saint Paul

Kathryn E. Farniok, MD

- Radiation Oncology, MOHPA

Laura Ferarra, RN, OCN

- Pediatric/Adult Oncology,
U of M Physicians

Bobbie S. Gostout, MD

- Gynecologic Oncologist,
Mayo Clinic

Randolph W. Hurley, MD

- Hematology, Oncology,
Regions Hospital

Gary R. Kravitz, MD

- Internal Medicine /Infectious
Disease, United Hospital

Mary Jo Kreitzer, Ph.D, RN, FAAN

- Director of Center for Spirituality
& Healing

- Associate Professor, School of
Nursing, University of Minnesota

Erin Lew, RN, CNP, MS

- Nurse Practitioner,
Hubert H. Humphrey Cancer
Center

Deb Lillegard, MA, LMFT, LPC
- Oncology Patient and Family
Psychotherapist,
Park Nicollet Cancer Center
Melissa Panszi Riebe, LMSW,
OSW-C
- Oncology Social Worker
Anna Schorer, MD
- Hematology, Oncology,
VA Medical Center
Brenda J. Weigel, MD
- Pediatric Oncologist,
University of Minnesota
Mark Wilkowske, MD
- Chief, Oncology Services,
Park Nicollet Cancer Center

GildaGram is published for
contributors and friends of Gilda's
Club Twin Cities. Please share this
newsletter with friends and
family. If you would like

additional copies please email
info@GildasClubTwinCities.org
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